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SUBJECT: EPMG OUTPOST OVERRUN, SABOTAGE, ASSASSINATION AND THE 
POL SITUATION 

1 . REPORTS HAVE REACHED ASMARA THAT THE EPMG OUTPOST AT HABRAN 
K'AKA (50 KM. NW OF ASMARA ON THE KEREN ROAD) WAS OVERRUN BY PLF 
INSURGENTS ON DEC. 27. THE INSURGENTS BEGAN THEIR ATTACK ON 
CHRISTMAS DAY, AND KEPT UP THEIR FIRE WITH SMALL ARMS AND ROCKETS 
POR THREE DAYS UNTIL THE 1 00-MAN COMMANDO POLICE GARRISON SURR- 
ENDERED. SOME 40 TO 50 POLICE WERE TAKEN PRISONER, THE REMAINDER 
EITHER KILLED OR ESCAPED. THE EPMG WERE APPARENTLY UNABLE TO 
SUPPORT OR REINFORCE THE POST BECAUSE OP THEIR HEAVY COMMITMENT 
TO THE NACPA RET .IFF FORCE STALLED ABOUT 20 KM. PROM KEREN. THE 
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REBELS ARE REPORTED TO HAVE CAPTURED 8 TO 10 TRUCKLOADS OP 
SUPPLIES, INCLUDING POOD AND AMMUNITION. 

2. ON JAN. 3 INSURGENTS WERE REPORTED TO HAVE SABOTAGED THE BOILER 
AND PRINCIPAL ASSEMBLY LINE OF THE SOPRAL MEAT-PROCESSING AND 
CANNING PLANT. THE EXTENT OP THE DAMAGE IS NOT FULLY KNOWN AT 
THIS TIME. SOPRAL, WHICH EMPLOYS ABOUT 250 WORKERS, WAS APPARENTLY 
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TARGETTED BECAUSE, AS THE ONLY MEAT PACKING PLANT STILL OPERAT- 
ING, IT HAS BEEN SUPPLYING ITS ENTIRE OUTPUT TO THE ETHIOPIAN 
ARMED EORCES. THAT SAME EVENING, AN ERITREAN WHO HAD BEEN HARR- 
ASSING CUSTOMERS AT VARIOUS GASOLINE STATIONS CLAIMING TO REPRES- 
ENT EPMG RATIONING AUTHORITIES, WAS SHOT TO DEATH BY GUNMEN 
THOUGHT TO BE REBEL ASSASSINS. 

3. FURTHER INQUIRIES INTO THE ATTACK ON THE AGIP POL DEPOT AT 
MASSAWA CONFIRM THAT THE DAMAGE WAS MINIMAL. THE ASTOUNDING 
ASPECT OE THESE REPORTS, HOWEVER, IS THAT THE ROCKETS WHICH 
STRUCK THE DEPOT WERE FIRED FROM A SERIES OF LOW HILLS DESCRIBED 
AS BEING SOME 5 KM SW OF THE TARGET. THIS WOULD INDICATE THE 
USE OF A ROCKET OF THE I22MM TYPE. FURTHER INFORMATION INDICATES 
THAT, CONTRARY TO PREVIOUS REPORTS, THERE IS A LARGE SUPPLY OF 
ALL TYPES OF POL PRODUCTS IN MASSAWA. ONE SOURCE SAID THAT IE 
THE MASSAWA/ASMARA ROAD WAS OPENED, IT WOULD REQUIRE THREE MONTHS 
TO TRANSPORT ALL THE FUEL IN MASSAWA TO CUSTOMERS IN ASMARA. 
WAUCHOPE 
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